Viet Reports 


Falsified^ Cl A 



Washington Post Staff Writer ^ 

LOS ANGELES, March 6— j 
An intelligence analyst for the ^ 
Central Intelligence Agency ^ 
testified in federal court here ,j 
today that American military ^ 
officials in Vietnam systemati- .. 
cally falsified reports on the 
strength of the Communist 
forces there during the late 
1960s. I 

Samuel A. Adams, subpoe- f 
naed as a defense witness in ° 
the Pentagon Papers trial, 
said that at one point when 1 
Communist forces were actu- t 
ally increasing in Vietnam, the 1 
official U.S. estimates of their ! 
numbers — sent to the White ' 
House and released to the ( 
press — were going down, 
j This happened, he ex- t 
plained, because the U.S. Mili- . 
jtary Assistance Command in 
! Vietnam (MACV) deliberately 
“removed components” of the 
Communist forces from the 
“order of battle,” which is the 
formal name of the intelli- 
gence estimate of opposing 
forces. 

Adams said it was his imp- 
pression, after attending meet- 
, ings on the subject in Saigon, 
Honolulu and at CIA head- 
queers in Langley, Va., that 
this was done in 1968 as “a re- 
sult of ’ political' pressures 
within the military to- display 
the enemy as weaker than he 
actually was.” ; 

The CIA analyst suggested 
from the witness stand that 
Gen. Earle C, Wheeler,, then 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, and Gen. WiUiam C 
Westmoreland, then com- 
mander of MACV, had been 
involved in the falsification of 
the statistics. 

As a result of the falsifica- 
tion, Adanjs testified, the dls- 
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closure by Daniel EUsberg and 
Anthony J. Russo Jr. of top-se- 
cret documents containing the- 
“order of battle” would have 
been “-virtually useless”". to a; 
foreign nation. ^ . .. 

- EUsberg and Russo m:e"'oh j 
trial here on charges of con- ■ 
spiracy, espionage andL-thieft 
ofi government property as a 
result of their photocopying of 
the - Pentagon Papers and 
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Other classified material from 
the Rand Corporation in 1969. 

One of the documents men-, 
tibned in the indictment 
against them is a i968 assess- 
ment by Gen. Wheeler of the 
affects of the Vietnamese 
Communists’ Tet offmsive. 

‘ Lt,..Gen. William- G. DePuy, 
■testifying for the pjmsecution 
earlier , in the triai' said the 
“order of. battle” was one of 
the most sensitive items' in 
that document and tliat its . dis- 


have endan- 
“national de- 


I closure would 
gered the U.S. 
fense:” ■; 

One para^aph ■ in ,1? the 
Wheeler report, cited by be- 
Puy, an assistant to the Army 
Chief of Staff, said:..'?. 

“He (the . Vietnamese 
Commumsts> committed over 

67.000 .' combat maneuver 
forces plus perhaps 25 per 
cent or 17,000 more impressed 
men and boys, for a total of 
about 84,000. He lost. 40,000 
killed, at least 3,000 captured 

I and perhaps 5,000 disabled or 
died of wounds. He had 
peaked his force total io about 

240.000 just before’ Tet, by 

hard recruiting, infiltration, 
civilian • impressment, and 
drawdowns on service and 
guerriUa personnel." ' , 

Adams, shown that para- 
graph on a courtroom* screen 
today, said that every statistic 
in it, was unreliable. 

He’_ explained that the 240,- 
)00 figure included i only the 
"ommumsts’;*. “regulars,” 
‘^errillas,” j- and “service 
roops” — ^ahd even those at 
ower than realistic levels. ■ ■ 
Left out altogether, Adams 
dded, were the “self-defense 
lOitia,” “secret self-defense, 
political cadres” and “assault! 
ouths,” aU of whom plgyed a 
ole in the Communists’ war 
ffort. Had they been in- 
luded, the intelligence ana- 
yst said, as he stood at a easel 
1 the middle of the court- 
oomtall 3 dng them up, the ac- 
urate “order of battle” would 
lave been at least 440,q00. 

Adams’ testimony w^s con- 
sidered especially significant, 
because he is the only actual 
intelligence analyst to appear 
at the trial. . • 

■He was able to explain on 
the basis of personal knowl- 
edge and experience how in- 
temgence gathering and anal- 
ysis works, while previous ;Wit- 
I nesses for both sides have tes- 
j tilled on this point primarily 
dn hypothetic^ terms. . 

A direct descendant of John 
Adams, the second president 
of the United States, he pro- 
vided a brief chronicle of his 
career at the CIA, where he 
first studied the ' Congo and 
then, until April of last year 
the VIetcong. He sgid he* is 
now assigned do study 
“another country.’’’.., ~ : 
When he first took the wit- 
ness stand- this morning, ’Ad- 
ams turned, to,:. the jury and 
said, “Incidentally; I am a re- 
searcher, not J apspy, which is 
why I can “get up here, and 

talk” ' < ■'■"ai 



